
City of Franknemuth
Planning Commission

June 28, 2022
Meeting Minutes

Present: Meyer, Blegen, Ross, Howe and Nuechterlein (via zoom)
Absent: Polomsky, Kaczynski, and Schoenow
Also Present: City Manager Smith, City Planner Kraushar, Jon Ledy (via zoom) and five

members of the public.

Call to Order
In the absence of Chairman Polomsky, Vice Chair Ross called the meeting to order at 7pm.

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was approved as presented. Motioned by Howe, Seconded by Meyer. Unanimously
carried.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes were approved with the correction that the Site Plan Commission attendance
consisted of Meyer, Blegen and Ross not Zeilinger and that Commissioner Zeilinger suggested
the exemption of the Short Term Rental limitation be applied to North of W. Genesee and the
East side of Jefferson St. Motioned by Meyer, Seconded by Blegen to approve the minutes with
corrections. Unanimously carried.

Recognition of Guests and Public Comment
There were five public guests in attendance and one via zoom.

New Business
1. Biggby Coffee Site Plan Review

City Planner Kraushar introduced the Biggby project with a brief overview of location,
hours of operation, employees per shift, and what was discussed at the Site Plan Review
Committee meeting on , with emphasis on access and circulation and noiseJun 23, 2022
buffering between the drive through and the eastern residential parcels. Biggby
representatives Scott Rausch and Mr. & Mrs. Long offered details on sound research for
the proposed drive-through menu and emphasized their willingness to work with the City
and the residential neighbors to create an adequate noise buffer. The Commission asked if
the drive-through became more intense in the future (say a 24 hour operation or full
service restaurant) would the drive-through ownership carry over? City Manager Smith
explained that any operational change would appear before the Commission for a review
of the intensity of use. The Commission moved to approve the site plan as presented with



the conditions mentioned in the June 14 2022 memo, pertaining to the directional signage
package, plans for parking lot design with directional arrows, and acoustic screening for
the drive-through and the additional condition that any change in operation or intensity of
use would require further review by the Commission. Motioned by Blegen, seconded by
Meyer. Unanimously carried.

2. 159 S. Main Site Plan Review
City Planner Kraushar introduced the 159 S. Main site plan with a brief overview of
current use, future use and intent, and what was discussed at the Site Plan Review
Committee meeting on Jun 23, 2022, with emphasis on submittal of formal plans for
landscaping and the availability of parking for future use. City Manager Smith stressed
that while the use for the second floor is unknown, there must be enough parking to
support whatever use is decided. Southgate explained that he and Paul Koester have a
purchase agreement for Koester’s office (151 S. Main, North of 159 S. Main) and would
lease the space out to him while retaining the ability to use the shared drive and other lot
for extra parking space. Commissioners asked if there was adequate landscaped buffering
between 159 S. Main and the southern parcel, and the eastern residential parcels behind.
City Manager Smith explained that the zoning for the southern parcel was commercial
and there would be no requirement for a buffer, but that City staff would look into and
consider requiring buffering for the eastern parcels along the back of 159 S. Main. The
Commission moved to approve the site plan as presented with the conditions mentioned
in the June 16, 2022 memo, pertaining to the approval of the Historic Commission,
submission and approval of a stormwater, and photometric plan, uses permitted now, and
in the future, predicted on parking provided, and submission of a landscaping plan
including requirements for the bordering south and east parcels. Motioned by Zeilinger,
seconded by  Nuechterlein. Unanimously carried.

3. Zehnder Rental Site Plan Review
Jon Ledy of Apex engineers introduced the proposed site plan for Chris Zehnder's
vacation rentals located on Heinlein Strasse just south of Michigan Brands and east of
Bronner’s storage. Two units were proposed, unit one being an A-Frame structure that is
ADA compliant and will be built first, and unit two being an elevated structure on stilts
that would be built second. City Manager Smith explained the City’s definition of a Short
Term Rental and explained that while STRS are not permitted in CT-PUD zoning district,
these “rentals” are not STR’s in a traditional sense, in which a residential building is
rented out for short term use. For zoning purposes, this is considered a hotel.
Commissioner Ross highlighted the parking concerns discussed at the Site Plan Review
Committee meeting, if it is found that there is not adequate space for car turnaround after
the construction of the first unit, additional parking/space would need to be provided
before the construction of the second unit. The Commission  moved to approve the site
plan as presented with the conditions mentioned in the June 14, 2022 memo, pertaining to
the formal submission of landscaping, trash removal, photometric, and stormwater plans,



and the review of parking plans before the commission if proven to be necessary.
Motioned by Meyer, seconded by Blegen. Unanimously carried.

4. Ordinance Language Discussion
City Manager Smith opened a discussion on the possible ordinance language change
pertaining to the exemption of the permit limitations for Short Term Rentals on West
Genesee and Jefferson St. The Commissioners specified the areas they would like to see
the exemption applied to, specifically the North side of W. Genesee and the East portion
of Jefferson St. Commissioner Blegen asked if this change were accepted, would condos
located on the north side be eligible to be rented. Smith said she would review the
ordinance language regarding Multi Residential Districts (RCM) which would include the
condos on the north side. The Commission asked for the next steps of the language
change process. Smith explained that while a motion wasn’t needed presently, if the
Commission felt comfortable with the proposed change a public hearing would be set and
the process would then begin.

Correspondence
1. Short Term Rental Violation

City Manager Smith updated the Commission on an STR that was found to be in
violation due to lack of permit and proper zoning. City staff have been in communication
with the operator and they have agreed to comply. Staff will keep a close eye on the
house to ensure compliance.

2. Student Liaison
City staff received an email from Charlevoix High School that has a small program to
create student positions on local government boards. The program aims to connect
students with their local government, add a unique perspective, as well as give a voice to
a younger demographic in communities. The program has worked with the City of
Saginaw’s DDA and 18 other communities across Michigan. Smith explained that the
Planning Commission would be an ideal board to facilitate this connection as they meet
monthly, at a better time for working students. The student would be a local from
Frankenmuth’s high school and serve as an ex-officio member. Commissioners expressed
interest in the idea and directed staff to learn more about and pursue this opportunity.

Adjournment
With no further business, Vice Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm.

Respectfully submitted
__________________
Recording Secretary
Emily Kraushar


